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MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2020, 7:00 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  7:11 p.m.  
 
Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. through technological means 
(Zoom meeting). 
 
INVOCATION:  Council Member Amon spoke for the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Schue led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
Present:  Mayor Simpson, Council Member Amon, 
 
Virtually Present: Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Cunningham 
 
Guest:  Scott Graff of Colby and Powell, PLC 
 
Staff Present:  Cliff O’Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 
 
Virtually Present:  Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Kiki 
Tunnell, Finance Manager; Sharon Barnes, Finance Assistant; Nicci Collier, Public Works 
Administrative Assistant  
 
1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM 

CITIZENS:  
 
Town Manager Ferguson said we had some technical difficulties through some cutting 
and pasting errors with our Call to the Public information and it is different than it should 
be. He said it created a different language than what we used last time, but this time we 
ended up reverting back to the old language. He explained that we need to change the 
agenda tonight and not have a Call to the Public. He said in addition to that, he would like 
to explain Item Number 5; when he put that on the agenda last week it was anticipated 
that the Governor was going to be issuing an Executive Order clarifying what his plan was 
for the State. Town Manager Ferguson explained that did not happen in time for this 
meeting. 
 
Town Manager Ferguson said we do not have the Governor’s Plan in place to discuss 
tonight, so Item Number 5 is basically one that we need to continue.  
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Vice Mayor Warner moved to remove the Call to the Public from the Agenda from April 
28, 2020. 
 
Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion.  
 
Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
 
PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS: 
 
2. TOWN OF QUARTZSITE AUDIT REPORTS FY2019 
 
Scott Graff of Colby and Powell, PLC gave a presentation on the Fiscal Year 2018 - 2019 
Annual Financial Audit; the main points included:  
 

• June 30, 2019 is the end date of the Audit. 

• The Annual Audit is required by Arizona Statute. 

• There was a clean opinion on the Town’s Financial Statements. 

• Audit Journal Entries made by the auditors indicated that more could be done by 
the Town before the Audit. 

• The Auditors made the following recommendation: The OMB’s Uniform Guidance 
requires nonfederal entities to have certain written policies and procedures 
surrounding the management of federal awards.  

• The Auditors have recommended that Town management update their policies and 
procedures to meet these requirements. 

• The Town’s Net Position increased by $1,985,944 for Governmental Activities. 

• The Town’s Net Position increased by $376,871 for Business-type Activities.  

• The Town’s Total Net Position increased by $2,362,815 (the greater the number, 
the better the financial health). 

 
In response to a question of how the non-profit, Quartzsite Special Projects, Inc., fits into 
the picture, Mr. Graff said a non-profit fits within the Financial Statements when a non-
profit is completely controlled by a town or any municipality. He explained that there are 
two ways that happens, one being a blended component unit where the financial 
information of the non-profit gets blended within the numbers of the Town of Quartzsite. 
He added that there is one called a discretely presented method in which a separate 
column is put in and it is actually presented into the Financial Statements, for which 
currently, the Town of Quartzsite does not have. 
 
Mr. Graff further explained that the only component unit that you typically report is your 
Municipal Property Corporation; most cities and Towns use a Municipal Property 
Corporation to finance projects within the Town. 
 
Council Members shared positive comments about the presentation and the increases 
that have happened over the last two or three years. 
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BUSINESS:  
 
3. MINUTES – Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular 

Meeting of April 14, 2020. 
 
Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular 
Meeting of April 14, 2020. 
 
Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
 
4. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID – Consider for approval the 

following series:  
 

• Accounts Payable Operating Account – Check Series #46910-46925, #46941-
46961 totaling $504,513.06 
 

• Payroll Check Series – #46908-46909, #46926-46940 totaling $85,907.88 
 

GRAND TOTAL $590,420.94 
 
Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid as 
presented by the Mayor with a grand total of $590,420.94. 
 
Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion.  
 
Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
 
5. TOWN’S APPROACH TO THE GOVERNOR’S PLAN FOR RESTORING 

“NORMALCY” - Discussion and possible action concerning the Town’s 
measured approach to implementing Governor Ducey’s plan for restoring 
“normalcy” through the Federal Three Phase Guidelines to “Open Up America 
Again”. 

 
Mayor Simpson said that not receiving the Governor’s Plan, Item Number 5 has become 
a moot point, so we need to continue the item to a future date. 
 
Council Member Amon moved to … (inaudible for the first part) … later date when 
information is available.  
 
Mayor Simpson said the motion was to continue Item Five to a future date when we 
have received new information from the Governor. 
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Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
6. Reports from the MAYOR on current events. 
 
Mayor Simpson spoke about the pandemic continuing, and his next scheduled meetings 
with the Governor’s Office. He noted that masks are the way of life for a while, 
commenting the masks protect others when worn. He also spoke of the importance of 
patience during this time. 
 
7. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events. 
 
Council Member Amon spoke of having done a survey this week throughout the Town 
and shared her findings in relation to the use and thoughts on wearing the masks. 
 
Council Member Goldberg gave an update on some of the contacts the Town Manager 
had asked her to make. Highlights of the update include:  
 

• Coyote Fresh is doing home deliveries and the offer is out there by the Town to 
both Coyote Fresh and Roadrunner that if they need assistance the Town is willing 
to step up and help; the same thing goes with the pharmacy. 
 

• Transit is taking folks to the pharmacy on a regular basis; the offer is there to help 
deliver prescriptions. 

 

• Statistics on the numbers served at the Food Bank were provided, and it was noted 
that the Food Bank may be running out of bags soon. 

 

• The Quartzsite Salvation Army is not taking donations, however, LeAnne is at the 
store on a regular basis and answering the phone and meeting the needs from the 
public. Council Member Goldberg listed some of the items that were requested of 
the Salvation Army. 

 

• The school is still delivering about 100 lunches per day with only 3 people; online 
lessons are taking place. 

 
Council Member Goldberg announced that there was a fire over the weekend in her 
neighborhood and she commended the actions of the first responders. 
 
Council Member BearCat said she went out to the BLM and looked around noting that the 
trash situation seems to be in good shape, the water and dumps have been shut down, 
and there are still about 200 people out there. She said the RV parks seem particularly 
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full, so it looks like a lot of people are moving off the desert and moving into our 
community. 
 
Vice Mayor Warner reported that she has spoken with the Senior Center and learned that 
they are serving in excess of 50 meals a day; sometimes they can get people to wear 
masks but not all the time. She said the Senior Center is doing fine and they do not need 
help from the Town so far. 
 
8. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council. 
 
Town Manager Ferguson noted the Council should be proud of their community and that 
everyone is doing what they can; he thanked the staff as well. He commented that the 
Community Center and Library are still closed, we are still running limited on the Transit 
System, staff in Town Hall are wearing masks and maintaining appropriate social 
distancing. He said we have made some inquiries about providing testing for our first 
responders. 
 
Vice Mayor Warner let everyone know that Maribel and Ruben are the only staff at the 
Post Office right now, and they are backed up in their work.  
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – Direction to staff regarding future agenda items. 
 
Council Member BearCat said she would like to see us address the Animal Ordinance 
issues. Mayor Simpson and an unidentified Council Member concurred. 
 
Council Member BearCat commented that she would like to see a policy where people 
can email questions before the online meetings so we can answer the questions during 
the meeting and have them be read into the record.  
 
Vice Mayor Warner asked if Council Member BearCat meant public questions. 
 
Council Member BearCat responded Call to the Public type questions, yes. 
 
Vice Mayor Warner concurred. 
 
Town Manager Ferguson said we would like to start having some budget meetings; he 
will start sending out schedules. 
 
Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 8:05 p.m. 
 
CERTIFICATION:  
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 28, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on April 28, 2020. 
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 I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 
 
 DATED this 12th day of May 2020. 
 
 
              
       Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
 
 
On behalf of the Common Council 
 
Approved: 
 
 
        
Norm Simpson, Mayor 
 


